
Cultivate #17 
Cultivating A Kingdom Heart:  

Are You Listening? 
Later that same day Jesus left the house and sat beside the lake. A large crowd soon 

gathered around him, so he got into a boat. Then he sat there and taught as the 
people stood on the shore. He told many stories in the form of parables, such as this 

one: Matthew 13:1-3 (NLT) 

Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seeds. As he scattered them across his field, 
some seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate them. Other seeds fell on 
shallow soil with underlying rock. The seeds sprouted quickly because the soil was 
shallow. But the plants soon wilted under the hot sun, and since they didn’t have 
deep roots, they died. Other seeds fell among thorns that grew up and choked out 

the tender plants. Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they produced a crop that 
was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had been planted! Anyone 

with ears to hear should listen and understand.” Matthew 13:2-9 (NLT) 

This Parable Teaches Us… 

1. Jesus’ Kingdom Is For  ______________________. 
* Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand. Matthew 13:9 (NLT)  

* Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand! Matthew 11:15 (NLT) 

* But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.  
Matthew 13:16-17 (NLT) 

2.  The Heart Of The Matter Is A Matter Of The  _________________. 
* Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.  

Proverbs 4:23 (NIV) 
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Michael Card: A Better Freedom 

Christ revealed Himself to me ~ Enslaved my soul to set me free 
I was bound to at Him at Calvary ~ And found a better freedom 

That Soul who suffered in the dark ~ Has purchased and unchained my heart 
A shining slavery did impart ~ To find a better freedom 

A better freedom can't be found ~ By those unwilling to be bound 
A better freedom is not known ~ By those whose hearts will not be owned 

But those who follow find a better freedom 

We never can be truly free ~ Till we're bound to his community 
The Incarnation lets us see ~ A path to better freedom 

A slave to sin, my heart before ~ Was bolted like a prison door 
But in slavery to the Risen Lord ~ I found a better freedom 

* May your kingdom come and your will be done, here on earth as it is in heaven. 
Matthew 6:10 (NLT) 

i.  oblivious_______________________ Heart/Soil. 
* The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message about 

the Kingdom and don’t understand it. Then the evil one comes and snatches away the 
seed that was planted in their hearts. Matthew 13:19 (NLT) 

ii.  Drink-The-Kool-Ade_______________________ Heart/Soil. 
* The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and 

immediately receive it with joy. But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last 
long. They fall away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing 

God’s word. Matthew 13:20-21 (NLT) 

iii.  _______________________  Heart/Soil. 
* The seed that fell among the thorns represents those who hear God’s word, but all 

too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life and the lure of 
wealth, so no fruit is produced. Matthew 13:22 (NLT) 
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*  Looking at the man, Jesus felt genuine love for him. “There is still one thing you 
haven’t done,” he told him. “Go and sell all your possessions and give the money to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”  At this the 

man’s face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions.  
Mark 10:21-22 (NLT) 

* Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter 
the Kingdom of God!” This amazed them.  The disciples were astounded. “Then who in 

the world can be saved?” they asked.  Jesus looked at them intently and said, 
“Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But not with God. Everything is possible with 

God.” Mark 10:23-27 (NLT) 

iv.   _______________________  Heart/Soil. 
* The seed that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear and understand 

God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much 
as had been planted!” Matthew 13:23 (NLT) 

* At this point many of his disciples turned away and deserted him. Then Jesus 
turned to the Twelve and asked, “Are you also going to leave?” Simon Peter replied, 
“Lord, to whom would we go? You have the words that give eternal life. We believe, 

and we know you are the Holy One of God.” John 6:65-69 (NLT) 

Cultivate Step #17:  
Take 20 minutes this week and sit by yourself quietly with 
God and just listen. And don’t expect anything. Maybe read 
over the scriptures from this week’s lesson. Just listen.  

Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.  
Matthew 13:9 (NLT)
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