
The Big Story Of The Bible 
Finding Jesus In The Old Testament 

Part 11: Abram, Lot & Ambition 
So Abram departed as the Lord had instructed, and Lot went with him. Abram was 

seventy-five years old when he left Haran. Genesis 12:4 (NLT) 

Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “I will give this land to your 
descendants.” And Abram built an altar there and dedicated it to the Lord, who had 

appeared to him.  After that, Abram traveled south and set up camp in the hill 
country, with Bethel to the west and Ai to the east. There he built another altar 

and dedicated it to the Lord, and he worshiped the Lord. Genesis 12:4 (NLT) 

So Abram left Egypt and traveled north into the Negev, along with his wife and Lot 
and all that they owned. (Abram was very rich in livestock, silver, and gold.) From 

the Negev, they continued traveling by stages toward Bethel, and they pitched their 
tents between Bethel and Ai, where they had camped before. Genesis 13:1-4 (NLT) 

3 Different Ambitions: 
1. The Ambition Of  ______________________________________. 
* Lot, who was traveling with Abram, had also become very wealthy with flocks of 

sheep and goats, herds of cattle, and many tents. But the land could not support 
both Abram and Lot with all their flocks and herds living so close together. So 

disputes broke out between the herdsmen of Abram and Lot. (At that time 
Canaanites and Perizzites were also living in the land.) Genesis 13:5-7 (NLT) 

* Finally Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not allow this conflict to come between us or our 
herdsmen. After all, we are close relatives! The whole countryside is open to you. 
Take your choice of any section of the land you want, and we will separate. If you 

want the land to the left, then I’ll take the land on the right. If you prefer the land 
on the right, then I’ll go to the left.” Genesis 13:8-9 (NLT) 



* Lot took a long look at the fertile plains of the Jordan Valley in the direction of 
Zoar. The whole area was well watered everywhere, like the garden of the Lord… Lot 
chose for himself the whole Jordan Valley to the east of them. He went there with 

his flocks and servants and parted company with his uncle Abram. So Abram 
settled in the land of Canaan. Genesis 13:10-12 (NLT) 

*  Don’t store up treasures on earth! Moths and rust can destroy them, and thieves 
can break in and steal them. Instead, store up your treasures in heaven, where 
moths and rust cannot destroy them, and thieves cannot break in and steal 

them. Your heart will always be where your treasure is. Matthew 6:19-21 (NLT) 

2. The Ambition Of  __________________________________________. 
* Finally Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not allow this conflict to come between us or our 

herdsmen. After all, we are close relatives! The whole countryside is open to you. 
Take your choice of any section of the land you want, and we will separate. If you 

want the land to the left, then I’ll take the land on the right. If you prefer the land 
on the right, then I’ll go to the left.” Genesis 13:8-9 (NLT) 

* Even when he reached the land God promised him, he lived there by faith— for he 
was like a foreigner, living in tents… Abraham was confidently looking forward to a 

city with eternal foundations, a city designed and built by God.  
Hebrews 11:9-10 (NLT) 

* After Lot had gone, the Lord said to Abram, “Look as far as you can see in every 
direction—north and south, east and west. I am giving all this land, as far as you 

can see, to you and your descendants as a permanent possession. And I will give you 
so many descendants that, like the dust of the earth, they cannot be counted!  Go 
and walk through the land in every direction, for I am giving it to you.” So Abram 
moved his camp to Hebron and settled near the oak grove belonging to Mamre. 

There he built another altar to the Lord. Genesis 13:14-18 (NLT) 

* Their idols are… the work of human hands… No sounds come from their throats. 
People who make idols will be like them, and so will those who trust them.  

Psalm 115:4-8 (NCV) 

* Your heart will always be where your treasure is. Matthew 6:21 (NLT) 



3. The Ambition Of  ___________________________________________. 
* You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. Though he was God, he did 

not think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead, he gave up his 
divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human 
being. When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to God 

and died a criminal’s death on a cross. Philippians 2:5-8 (NLT) 

* Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him the name 
above all other names, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:5-8 (NLT) 

* Next the devil took him to the peak of a very high mountain and showed him all 
the kingdoms of the world and their glory. “I will give it all to you,” he said, “if you 
will kneel down and worship me.” “Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “For the 

Scriptures say, ‘You must worship the Lord your God and serve only him.’”  
Matthew 4:8-10 (NLT) 

Riverside Info Texting System 
At Riverside we aren’t terribly organized- in fact we’re sort of the poster church for “disorganized religion”. So 
we use a “text for information” system where how much info you get is controlled by you. You will never have 
someone from the church call you without asking for a call. If you can’t find the info you need or have more 
questions or need some help reach out to one of the pastors directly- if we don’t answer your call try texting 
or emailing us and we may get your message sooner. 

Ed - 907.306.2823, ednjude@gmail.com  

Aniela (kids/teens ministries) - 907.748.1556, anielawhah@gmail.com 

Nate (worship/teens ministry)- 907.360.4825 nrsandback@gmail.com 

For info on any of the following areas simply text the keyword to 907-312-2662. You’ll get a text in 
return with a link to the info you asked for. 

✴ Frequently Asked Questions About Riverside- keyword= FAQS 

✴ Communion Info- keyword= Communion 

✴ Digital Sermon Notes= Notes 

✴ Online Reflections- Reflections 

✴ New To Riverside? keyword= Guest 

✴ Want news and updates periodically? keyword= Loop 

✴ Want more info about following Jesus? keyword= Shine 



✴ Want info on baptism at Riverside? keyword= Baptism 

Youth Programs At Riverside: 
✴ Want info on 4-5 grade programs? keyword= Ignite 

✴ Want info on 6-8 grade programs? keyword= Rev 

✴ Want info on high school programs? keyword= Thrive


