
 

 



The Big Story Of The Bible #39 
WHO’S CLIMBING JACOB’S LADDER? 

 May God pass on to you and your descendants the blessings he promised to Abraham. 
May you own this land where you are now living as a foreigner, for God gave this land to 

Abraham.” So… Jacob left Beersheba and traveled toward Haran. Genesis 28:4 (NLT) 

The Three Acts Of Jacob’s Ladder: 

Act 1:  Heaven Is  _______  &  ____________. 
* Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. When he reached a certain place, he 

stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it 
under his head and lay down to sleep. Genesis 28:10-11 (NIV) 

* Awake, O Lord! Why do you sleep? Rouse yourself! Do not desert us forever. Why do you 
hide your face and forget our misery and oppression? Psalm 44:23-24 (NLT) 

Act 2:  Heaven Isn’t  ______  &  ___________. 
* And he dreamed: A stairway was set on the ground with its top reaching heaven, and 

God’s angels were going up and down on it. Yahweh was standing there beside him. 
Genesis 28:12-13 (CSB) 

* Look, I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go. I will bring you back to 
this land.” Genesis 28:15 (NLT) 

* Later, Matthew invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as dinner guests, along with 
many tax collectors and other disreputable sinners. But when the Pharisees saw this, 

they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with such scum?” When Jesus heard 
this, he said, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do.” …I have come to call not 

those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners.”  
Matthew 9:10-13 (NLT) 



Act 3: Jacob’s ______________  Assumption. 
* When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I 
was not aware of it.” He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none 
other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.” Early the next morning Jacob 

took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as a pillar and poured oil on top 
of it. He called that place Bethel. Genesis 28:16-19 (NLT) 

* Jesus asked him, “Do you believe this just because I told you I had seen you under the fig 
tree? You will see greater things than this.” Then he said, “I tell you the truth, you will all 
see heaven open and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man, the 

one who is the stairway between heaven and earth.” John 1:50-51 (NLT) 

* “No, we don’t know, Lord,” Thomas said. “We have no idea where you are going, so how 
can we know the way?” Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can 

come to the Father except through me. John 14:5-6 (NLT) 

* LORD, Forgive my wrongdoing, for it is great. Psalm 25.11 (NLT) 

* That means you must not give sin a vote in the way you conduct your lives. Don’t give it 
the time of day. Don’t even run little errands that are connected with that old way of life. 
Throw yourselves wholeheartedly and full-time… into God’s way of doing things. Sin can’t 
tell you how to live. After all, you’re not living under that old tyranny any longer. You’re 

living in the freedom of God. Romans 6:12-14 (NLT) 

* Then Jacob made this vow: “If God will indeed be with me and protect me on this 
journey, and if he will provide me with food and clothing, and if I return safely to my 

father’s home, then the Lord will certainly be my God.” Genesis 28:20-22 (NLT) 

Riverside Info Texting System 
At Riverside we aren’t terribly organized- in fact we’re sort of the poster church for “disorganized religion”. So 
we use a “text for information” system where how much info you get is controlled by you. You will never have 
someone from the church call you without asking for a call. If you can’t find the info you need or have more 
questions or need some help reach out to one of the pastors directly- if we don’t answer your call try texting 
or emailing us and we may get your message sooner. 

Ed - 907.306.2823, ednjude@gmail.com  

Aniela (kids/teens ministries) - 907.748.1556, anielawhah@gmail.com 



Nate (worship/teens ministry)- 907.360.4825 nrsandback@gmail.com 

For info on any of the following areas simply text the keyword to 907-312-2662. You’ll get a text in 
return with a link to the info you asked for. 

✴ Frequently Asked Questions About Riverside- keyword= FAQS 

✴ Communion Info- keyword= Communion 

✴ Digital Sermon Notes= Notes 

✴ Online Reflections- Reflections 

✴ New To Riverside? keyword= Guest 

✴ Want news and updates periodically? keyword= Loop 

✴ Want more info about following Jesus? keyword= Shine 

✴ Want info on baptism at Riverside? keyword= Baptism 

Youth Programs At Riverside: 
✴ Want info on 4-5 grade programs? keyword= Ignite 

✴ Want info on 6-8 grade programs? keyword= Rev 

✴ Want info on high school programs? keyword= Thrive


