


The Big Story Of The Bible #41 
JACOB’S ONGOING RELATIONSHIP STATUS:  

“IT’S REALLY COMPLICATED” 
So Jacob agreed to work seven more years. A week after Jacob had married Leah, Laban 

gave him Rachel, too…  So Jacob slept with Rachel, and he loved her much more than 
Leah. He then stayed and worked for Laban seven more years. Genesis 29:28-30 (NLT) 

Jacob & Leah’s (& Rachel’s) Relationship 

1. Leah Senses The  ___________________. 
* When the Lord saw that Leah was unloved, he enabled her to have children, but Rachel 

could not conceive. So Leah became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She named him 
Reuben (I am seen), for she said, “The Lord has noticed my misery, and now my husband 

will love me.” Genesis 29:31-32 (NLT) 

* She soon became pregnant again and gave birth to another son. She named him Simeon 
(I am heard), for she said, “The Lord heard that I was unloved and has given me another 

son.” Genesis 29:33 (NLT) 

* Then she became pregnant a third time and gave birth to another son. He was named 
Levi (I am loved), for she said, “Surely this time my husband will feel affection for me, 

since I have given him three sons!” Genesis 29:34 (NLT) 

* Once again Leah became pregnant and gave birth to another son. She named him Judah 
(I will praise), for she said, “Now I will praise the Lord!” And then she stopped having 

children. Genesis 29:35 (NLT) 

* There was nothing beautiful or majestic about his appearance, nothing to attract us to 
him. He was despised and rejected— a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. We 
turned our backs on him and looked the other way. He was despised, and we did not care. 

Isaiah 53:2-3 (NLT) 

* Then I began to weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll and 
read it. But one of the twenty-four elders said to me, “Stop weeping! Look, the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the heir to David’s throne, has won the victory. He is worthy to open the 
scroll and its seven seals.” Then I saw a Lamb that looked as if it had been slaughtered, 
but it was now standing between the throne and the four living beings and among the 

twenty-four elders. Revelation 5:4-6 (NLT) 



2. The Importance Of ___________________. 
* When Rachel saw that she wasn’t having any children for Jacob, she became jealous of 

her sister. She pleaded with Jacob, “Give me children, or I’ll die!” Genesis 30:1 (NLT) 
* Then Rachel told him, “Take my maid, Bilhah, and sleep with her. She will bear children 

for me, and through her I can have a family, too.”  
Genesis 30:3 (NLT) 

* Meanwhile, Leah… took her servant, Zilpah, and gave her to Jacob as a wife.  
Genesis 30:9 (NLT) 

* But Leah angrily replied, “Wasn’t it enough that you stole my husband? Now will you 
steal my son’s mandrakes, too?” Rachel answered, “I will let Jacob sleep with you tonight 

if you give me some of the mandrakes.” Genesis 30:14-15 (NLT) 
* “You must come and sleep with me tonight!” she said. “I have paid for you with some 
mandrakes that my son found.” So that night he slept with Leah. And God answered 

Leah’s prayers. She became pregnant again and gave birth to a fifth son for Jacob.  
Genesis 30:16-17 (NLT) 

* God has given us this task of reconciling people to him… he gave us this wonderful 
message of reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:16-19 (NLT) 

3. The Answer: _____, ________, _________. 
* So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, 
you should love each other. Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are 

my disciples. John 13:34-35 (NLT) 
* Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has accepted you so that God will be given 

glory. Romans 15:7 (NLT) 
* Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of 

evil behavior. Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as 
God through Christ has forgiven you. Romans 4:31-32 (NLT) 



Riverside Info Texting System 
At Riverside we aren’t terribly organized- in fact we’re sort of the poster church for “disorganized religion”. So 
we use a “text for information” system where how much info you get is controlled by you. You will never have 
someone from the church call you without asking for a call. If you can’t find the info you need or have more 
questions or need some help reach out to one of the pastors directly- if we don’t answer your call try texting 
or emailing us and we may get your message sooner. 

Ed - 907.306.2823, ednjude@gmail.com  

Aniela (kids/teens ministries) - 907.748.1556, anielawhah@gmail.com 

Kyle & Liz (teens ministry)- 907.854.3611, kiz_jackson@yahoo.com 

Nate (worship/teens ministry)- 907.360.4825 nrsandback@gmail.com 

Tayler Gongliewski (youth intern) - 907.230.3242 tgongliewski8@yahoo.com 

For info on any of the following areas simply text the keyword to 907-312-2662. You’ll get a text in 
return with a link to the info you asked for. 

✴ Frequently Asked Questions About Riverside- keyword= FAQS 

✴ Communion Info- keyword= Communion 

✴ Digital Sermon Notes= Notes 

✴ Online Reflections- Reflections 

✴ New To Riverside? keyword= Guest 

✴ Want news and updates periodically? keyword= Loop 

✴ Want more info about following Jesus? keyword= Shine 

✴ Want info on baptism at Riverside? keyword= Baptism 

Youth Programs At Riverside: 
✴ Want info on 4-5 grade programs? keyword= Ignite 

✴ Want info on 6-8 grade programs? keyword= Rev 

✴ Want info on high school programs? keyword= Thrive


