The

Big Story Of The Bible #37

JACOB: THE POWER OF BLESSING

When the time came to give birth, Rebekah discovered that she did indeed have
t wins! The first one was very red at birth and covered with thick hair like a fur coat. So
they named him Esau. Then the other t win was born with his hand grasping Esau’s heel.
So they named him Jacob. Genesis 25:24-26 (NLT)
No wonder his name is Jacob, for now he has cheated me t wice. First he took my rights as
the firstborn, and now he has stolen my blessing. Genesis 27:36 (NLT)

Observations On Blessing:
1. The ____________________ Of Blessing.
* But Rebekah overheard what Isaac had said to his son Esau. So when Esau left to hunt
for the wild game, she said to her son Jacob… Genesis 27:5-6 (NLT)
* “I am an old man now,” Isaac said, “and I don’t know when I may die… Prepare my
favorite dish, and bring it here for me to eat. Then I will pronounce the blessing that
belongs to you, my firstborn son, before I die.” Genesis 27:2-4 (NLT)
* The sons in your womb will become t wo nations. From the very beginning, the t wo
nations will be rivals. One nation will be stronger than the other; and your older son will
serve your younger son. Genesis 25:23 (NLT)
* This is a record of the ancestors of Jesus the Messiah, a descendant of David and of
Abraham: Abraham was the father of Isaac. Isaac was the father of Jacob. Jacob was
the father of Judah and his brothers. Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah (whose
mother was Tamar). Perez was the father of Hezron… Nahshon was the father of
Salmon. Salmon was the father of Boaz (whose mother was Rahab). Boaz was the
father of Obed (whose mother was Ruth). Obed was the father of Jesse. Jesse was the
father of King David. David was the father of Solomon (whose mother was Bathsheba,
the widow of Uriah). Matthew 1:1-6 (NLT)
* In all things we know God works for the good of those who love Him and are fitting into
His plans. Romans 8:28 (TLB)

2. We All ____________________ Blessing.
* Isaac loved Esau because he enjoyed eating the wild game Esau brought home, but
Rebekah loved Jacob. Genesis 25:28 (NLT)
* So Jacob took the food to his father. “My father?” he said. “Yes, my son,” Isaac
answered. “Who are you—Esau or Jacob?” Jacob replied, “It’s Esau, your firstborn son. I’ve
done as you told me. Here is the wild game. Now sit up and eat it so you can give me your
blessing.” Genesis 27:18-19 (NLT)
* Esau prepared a delicious meal and brought it to his father. Then he said, “Sit up, my
father, and eat my wild game so you can give me your blessing.” But Isaac asked him,
“Who are you?” Esau replied, “It’s your son, your firstborn son, Esau.”
Genesis 27:31-32 (NLT)
* When Esau heard his father’s words, he let out a loud and bitter cry. “Oh my father,
what about me? Bless me, too!” he begged. Genesis 27:34 (NLT)

3. _______________ Blessing Doesn’t Work.
* Then she took Esau’s favorite clothes, which were there in the house, and gave them to
her younger son, Jacob. She covered his arms and the smooth part of his neck with the
skin of the young goats. Genesis 27:15-16 (NLT)
* Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come a little closer and kiss me, my son.” So Jacob
went over and kissed him. And when Isaac caught the smell of his clothes, he was finally
convinced, and he blessed his son. He said, “Ah! The smell of my son is like the smell of the
outdoors, which the Lord has blessed!” Genesis 27:26-27 (NLT)
* Isaac began to tremble uncontrollably and said, “Then who just ser ved me wild game? I
have already eaten it, and I blessed him just before you came. And yes, that blessing must
stand!” Genesis 27:33 (NLT)

4. Jesus Came To ___________ Our Blessing.
* Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created
and is firstborn over all creation. Colossians 1:15 (NLT)
* And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from
among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. Colossians 1:18 (NLT)
* For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life. John 3:16 (NKJV)

* As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven
was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And
a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am delighted.”
Matthew 3:16-17 (NLT)
* But even as he spoke, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud
said, “This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy. Listen to him.”
Matthew 17:5 (NLT)
* At about three o’clock, Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”
which means “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?”
Matthew 27:46 (NLT)
* Christ redeemed us from the curse… by becoming a curse for us… He redeemed us in order
that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so
that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. Galatians 3:13-14 (NLT)
* The Word became (took on) flesh and made his dwelling (tabernacled) among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace
and truth. John 1:14 (NLT)
* For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. And all who have been
united with Christ in baptism have put on Christ, like putting on new clothes.
Galatians 3:26-27 (NLT)
* But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.
You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of
the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. Hebrews 12:22-23 (NLT)
* Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved
me. John 17:23 (NLT)
* For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God… the Spirit you
received brought about your adoption… The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that
we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and coheirs with Christ. Romans 8.16-17 (NLT)

Riverside Info Texting System
At Riverside we aren’t terribly organized- in fact we’re sort of the poster church for “disorganized religion”. So
we use a “text for information” system where how much info you get is controlled by you. You will never have
someone from the church call you without asking for a call. If you can’t find the info you need or have more

questions or need some help reach out to one of the pastors directly- if we don’t answer your call try texting
or emailing us and we may get your message sooner.
Ed - 907.306.2823, ednjude@gmail.com
Aniela (kids/teens ministries) - 907.748.1556, anielawhah@gmail.com
Nate (worship/teens ministry)- 907.360.4825 nrsandback@gmail.com

For info on any of the following areas simply text the keyword to

907-312-2662.

return with a link to the info you asked for.
✴ Frequently Asked Questions About Riverside- keyword= FAQS
✴ Communion Info- keyword= Communion
✴ Digital Sermon Notes= Notes
✴ Online Reflections- Reflections
✴ New To Riverside? keyword= Guest
✴ Want news and updates periodically? keyword= Loop
✴ Want more info about following Jesus? keyword= Shine
✴ Want info on baptism at Riverside? keyword= Baptism

Youth Programs At Riverside:
✴ Want info on 4-5 grade programs? keyword= Ignite
✴ Want info on 6-8 grade programs? keyword= Rev
✴ Want info on high school programs? keyword= Thrive
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