The Big Story Of The Bible
# 22: Abraham Haggling With God

The other men turned and headed foward Sodowm, but the Lord remained with
Abraham. Abraham approached him and said, “Will you sweep away both the
righteous and the wicked? Suppose you find fifty righteous people living there in the
city—will you still sweep it away and not spare it for their sakes? Surely you
wouldn't do such a thing, destroying the righteous along with the wicked. Why, you
would be treating the righteous and the wicked exactly the same! Surely you
wouldn't do that! Should not the Judge of all the earth do what is right?”
Genesis 18:22-25 (NLT)

Sowe Observations:

1. The 0f God.

* Should I hide my plan from Abraham?” the Lord asked... So the Lord told Abraham,
“I have heard a great outery from Sodom and Gomorrah, becauvse their sin is so
flagrant. | am going down to see if their actions are as wicked as | have heard. If
not, | want to know.” Genesis 18:20-21 (NLT)

* Your older sister was Samaria, who lived with her daughters in the north. Your
younger sister was Sodom, who lived with her daughters in the south. But you have
not merely sinned as they did. You quickly surpassed thewm in corruption. As surely
as | live, says the Sovereign Lord, Sodom and her daughters were never as wicked as
you and your daughters. Sodom’s sins were pride, gluttony, and laziness, while the
poor and needy suffered outside her door. She was proud... so | wiped her out, as you
have seen. Ezekiel 16:46-50 (NLT)

* The other men turned and headed toward Sodow, but the Lord remained with
Abrahawm. Abraham approached him and said..” Genesis 18:22-2% (NLT)

Zovorporated . 0 A 1A
* Will you sweep away both the righteous and the wicked? Genesis 18:22 (NLT)




* Will you sweep away both the righteous and the wicked? Suppose you find fifty
righteous people living there in the city—will you still sweep it away and not spare
it for their sakes? Surely you wouldn’t do such a thing, destroying the righteous
along with the wicked. Why, you would be treating the righteous and the wicked
exactly the same! Surely you wouldn't do that! Should not the Judge of all the earth
do what is right?” Genesis 18:23-25 (NLT)

* Then Abraham spoke again. “Since | have begun, let me speak further to my Lord,
even though | am but dust and ashes. Suppose there are only forty-five righteous
people rather than fifty? Will you destroy the whole ¢ity for lack of five?” And the
Lord said, “l will not destroy it if | find forty-five righteous people there.” Then
Abrahawm pressed his request further. “Suppose there are only forty?” And the Lord
replied, “I will not destroy it for the sake of the forty” “Please dont be angry, my
Lord,” Abrahawm pleaded. “Let wme speak—suppose only thirty righteous people are
found?” And the Lord replied, “1 will not destroy it if | find thirty” Then Abraham
said, “Since | have dared to speak to the Lord, let me continue—suppose there are
only twenty?” And the Lord replied, “Then | will not destroy it for the sake of the
twenty” Finally, Abraham said, “Lord, please dont be angry with wme if | speak one
more time. Suppose only ten are found there?” And the Lord replied, “Then | will not
destroy it for the sake of the ten.” When the Lord had finished his conversation
with Abraham, he went on his way, and Abrahawm returned to his tent.
Genesis 18:27-33 (NLT)

* No one is righteous— not even one. No one is truly wise; no one is seeking God. All
have turned away: all have become useless. No one does good, not a single one.
Romans 3:10-12 (NLT)

3. The 0f The Rescuer.

* But now God has shown us a way to be made right with him... We are made right in
God’s sight when we trust in Jesus Christ to take away our sins. And we all can be
saved in this same way, ho matter who we are or what we have done.
Romans 2:22 (NLT)

* For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. Yet God, in his
grace, freely makes us right in his sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed
us from the penalty for our sins. For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin.
People are made right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life,
shedding his blood. This sacrifice shows that God was being fair when he held back and
did not punish those who sinned in times past, for he was looking ahead and including



thew in what he would do in this present time. God did this to demonstrate his
righteousness, for he himself is fair and just, and he makes sinners right in his sight
when they believe in Jesus. Romans 2:23-26 (NLT)

* Therefore, we who have fled to him for refuge can have great confidence as we hold to
the hope that lies before us. This hope is a strong and trust-worthy anchor for our
souls. It leads us through the curtain into God’s inner sanctuary. Jesus has already

gone in there for us. He has become our eternal High Priest. Hebrews 6:18-20 (NLT)
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